Akshardham Temple, Delhi

‘Akshardham’ means the abode of the divine God
In a city whose skyline is dominated by Mughal monuments and colonial architecture, the Akshardham Temple adds a
new dimension. This magnificent Hindu temple is a colossal structure covering an area of 86, 342 sq. ft. Built within a
span of five years, this relatively young temple on the banks of the Yamuna river is already an icon of Delhi.
Akshardham, which means 'the abode of the divine God', not only echoes the spiritual traditions but also reflects the
artistic prowess through its intricately carved walls of sandstone and marble.

Architecture
Though it was the vision of His Holiness Pramukhe Swami Maharaj that galvanized people into action, it was Sadhu
Ishwarcharan Das assisted by Sadhu Shrijiswarupdas and Sharad Chandar Jain who put Swamiji's vision onto paper.
The Akshardham was built in the ancient style of Sthapatyaa Shastraa. The temple was built completely out of solid
rock. No iron or solid metal was used. 22 feet long single pieces of stone has been used as support beams.
With these stone beams as support, the temple rises to the height of a 10-story-building. The entire temple is handcarved.
The enormity of the temple can be gauged from a count of the architectural structures that make the whole. There are
234 pillars with delicate carvings, 9 big and small domes, and 20 quadrangled spires.
Inside the temple, 20,0000 glittering statues and architectural genius play with space to enthrall the visitor. The 11-feethigh gilded image of Bhagwan Swami Narayan is, of course, the cherry on the cake.

History
The Akshardham Temple is said to be constructed to fulfill the wish of Brahmaswarup Yogi Maharaj who had expressed
a wish in 1968 to see a temple being built on the banks of the River Yamuna. His devout and resourceful successor
Pramukh Swami Maharaj mustered courage and collected fund to construct this huge temple that has today become a
must-visit place for anyone coming to Delhi.
Though it was the vision of His Holiness Pramukhe Swami Maharaj that galvanized people into action, it was Sadhu

Ishwarcharan Das assisted by Sadhu Shrijiswarupdas and Sharad Chandar Jain who turned Swamiji’s vision into reality.
The Akshardham Temple was built in the ancient style of Sthapatya Shastra. The enormity of the temple can be
gauged from the number of architectural structures it houses. There are 234 pillars with delicate carvings, nine big and
small domes, and 20 quadrangle spires. The Temple is so huge that it can keep its visitors riveted through the entire
visit.
It was officially thrown open to general public in 2005.

Things to do and see at Akshardham
1. The Temple: An architectural masterpiece, a careful studying of the temple and how it has
been carved will take up a whole day.
2. Hall of Values: Instances from the exemplary life of Bhagwan Swaminarayan have been
used in a light & sound diorama presentation to illustrate universal values of humanity.
3. Giant-screen Film: A moving film shows the journey of a young yogi across India and how
he was molded by the various sights and sounds is displayed on a giant screen.
4. Boat Ride: A boat ride takes you 10,000 years back into India’s glorious past. You will be
amazed to see how scientifically advanced India was back then when you learn about the
inventions and discoveries of Indian sages. You will get a view of what life was like at Taxila
– India’s first university – and also get to see marvelous cave carvings of Ajanta & Ellora.
5. Water Show: It's a Vedic fireplace cloistered on all sides by a stone step well. Fountain
springs from the fireplace and dances to the rhythm of Vedic chants.
6. Garden of India: Bronze statues of India’s warriors, great women personalities, and national
personalities could be seen across the lawn.
Nearby Attractions
Indraprastha Park: Besides a children’s park and an amphitheater, this park is home to the World Peace Stupa.
Humayun’s Tomb: This UNESCO World Heritage Site was the first garden-tomb in Indian subcontinent and also the
first red sandstone structure of such a scale.
National Crafts Museum: It is one of the largest crafts museums in the country known for its exhaustive collection of
textiles.
International Dolls Museum: From Samurai dolls of Japan to Indian costume dolls, the museum has a collection of
dolls from almost every country of the world.
Umang Theater, Radhu Palace, and Pashupati Nath Mandir, are other nearby attractions.
Explore: Most Popular Weekend Getaways near Delhi

Facts about Akshardham Temple, Delhi
1. Akshardham Temple holds the Guinness record for being the world’s largest comprehensive Hindu temple. It is
spread over an area of 86,342 sq. ft.
2. The founder of Akshardham, His Holiness Swami Pramukh Maharaj, holds the world record of consecrating highest
number of Hindu temples. He has consecrated a total of 713 Hindu temples – all as per stringent Hindu rituals.
3. 11000 artisans and volunteers were instrumental in completing the temple within 5 years.
4. The temple is entirely hand-carved and is the largest intricately carved wall in India in the last 800 years.
5. There are 234 pillars, nine domes, and 20,000 statues in the temple.
6. Over a 100,000 people visit the temple every day with around 850 volunteers at work.

Where is Akshardham Temple, Delhi ?
Address: NH 24, Noida Mor, New Delhi 110092
Reach from Airport
The nearest international airport is Indira Gandhi International Airport. A cab from there will take you to Akshardham in
less than an hour.
Reach from Railway Station
From the New Delhi Railway Station a cab will take you to Akshardham in around 30 minutes via Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg and Subhash Chandra Bose Marg.
Reach by Metro Rail
The Delhi Metro Rail has a stop by the name of Akshardham on the Blue Line that connects Dwarka to Noida. From
the Akshardham Metro Station, it’s a five-minute ride in an auto rickshaw.

Best time to visit Akshardham Temple, Delhi
The best time to visit Akshardham Temple is from February to April and from October to early December since weather
in Delhi remains pleasant during these months.

Akshardham Temple, Delhi Hours
Complex: 9:30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.
Show Timings: 10.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.
Water Show ‘Sahaj Anand’: 6:00 p.m.
The only restaurant within the complex remains open from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Souvenir shop: 11 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Akshardham remains closed on Mondays.

Akshardham Temple, Delhi Tickets
Admission to the temple grounds and the temple is free.
Admission to the shows is, however, chargeable.
Adult – Rs. 170
Child – Rs. 100
Senior Citizens – Rs. 125
School and college groups are offered a discount.
Nominal rates for vehicle parking apply.

More on Akshardham Temple, Delhi
What are the coordinates of Akshardham?

The coordinates of Akshardham Temple are 28.6125° N, 77.2772° E
What are the places to visit near Akshardham?
Umang Theater, Radhu Palace, Pashupati Nath Mandir, Fun Cinemas
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